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versally ascribed to its removing the restraints which morality
imposes on the passions. It cannot be denied,, that, though
Mohammed reduced to four the legal number of wives, and, in
other respects, limited the indulgence which, in the East,
has always been granted to those whose circumstances allow
them to gratify their desires, his own increasing licentiousness,
for which he claimed a special dispensation, may, as example
has more weight than precepts, justify this charge. The
Koran, moreover, it has been truly said, turns paradise into
a boundless harem; and the minute accounts of its enjoyments
continually recurring, if they do not disgust, must increase the
sensual propensities of the reader. The consequences, how-
ever, that may be logically deduced from premises do not
always practically follow, and I should say that these reasoners
overlook another element in Islam, of counteracting influence,
the uncontrolled sovereignty of an omnipresent, almighty God,
to whom his creatures must return, and who expects them, to
obey Him, and to be resigned to his will. Judging, as far as I
am able, of the Mohammedan character, as exhibited in its most
favoured specimens the result of the creed appears to me to be a
philosophical austerity, which is at least in danger of degenera-
ting into a satisfied self-righteousness. Gibbon* observes that
the legislator who enacts these painful restraints (that Is, the
rigid fasts and the interdiction of wine) cannot be accused of
alluring his proselytes by the indulgence of their sensual
appetites; and I am borne out by the more weighty authority
of Hallam, who observes, that a devout Moslem exhibits much
more of the stoical than of the epicurean character; a stoic, I
may add, of more humility than that of the school of Zeno, who
boasts of being superior to Jupiter, since his excellence is not
from necessity, but choice, because his system is humanized by
his acknowledged dependence upon .his Maker, Teacher, and
ultimate Judge. It must be allowed, with him, that no one can
read the KorSn without being sensible that it breathes an austere
and scrupulous spirit; and, in conclusion, I observe, that
its spirit seems to have been generally imbibed by those who

* .Decline and Fall, chap. L.